Mycotoxic peripheral myelinopathy, myopathy, and hepatitis caused by Diplodia maydis in vervet monkeys.
During recent historical times many Africans changed their diet to one based on maize. The grain is regularly contaminated by fungi which are toxigenic to domestic animals and birds. After one of the fungi, Diplodia maydis, in pure culture on maize, was added to the food of omnivorous primates there was demyelination of nerves, atrophy, degeneration and necrosis of muscle, and hepatitis. These preliminary results are applicable to veterinary and laboratory animal sciences. They may also be medically significant since neuromuscular syndromes of unknown cause are prevalent among Africans. Nerve conduction velocities and organ weights are defined for vervet monkeys.